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What is claimed is: 

1 . (Currently amended) A composition comprising; 
water; 

0 £BQ! hcrniccllulosc in solution in said water: and 

a surfactant, said surfactant being present in m amount effective to reduce :he 
viscosity of said solution. 

2. (Original) A composition according to claim I, said solution further indud ng an 
amount of chloride salt effective to enhance the hygroscopicily of said solution. 

3. (Original) A composition according to claim ! , further comprising a cr>ssl nking 
agent in an amount effective to enhance the water resistance of said composiiion. 

4. (Original) A composiiion according to claim ! , further comprising a lit;nin 
compound. 

5. (Original) A composition comprising: 
water; 

a hcrniccllulosc in solution in said water; and 

a crosslinking agent, said crosslinking agent being present in an amoim. efl jcIjvc 
to enhance the water resistance of said composition, 

6. (Original) A composition according to claim 5. further comprising a eh.ork c salt, 
said chloride salt being present in an amount effective to increase the hygrosco.>icii y of 
said solution, 

7-23. Canceled. 

24. (New) A composition according to claim K said corn hcrniccllulosc compri: ing 
hemicellutose obtained by alkaline hydrolysis of corn hulls, 
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25. (.New) A composition according to claim 5. said hcmiccllulosc comprising corn 
hcmicdiulosc. 

26. (New) A composition according to claim 25, said hcmiceilulo.se being dcri /ed 
from alkaline cooking of corn hulls. 
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